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The 2009 Man Asian Literary Prize - Shortlist Announced

Frankfurt, 15 October 2009 — Omair Ahmad, Siddharth Chowdhury, Eric Gamalinda, Nitasha Kaul and Su
Tong are today announced as the shortlisted authors for the 2009 Man Asian Literary Prize, the leading
regional prize for novels unpublished in English.

The shortlist, chosen by an international judging panel, was announced at the Frankfurt Book Fair, where a
display about the prize can be seen at the Hong Kong Government pavilion.

The five shortlisted books, chosen from a longlist of 24, are:

Omair Ahmad, Jimmy the Terrorist
Siddharth Chowdhury, Day Scholar

Eric Gamalinda, The Descartes Highlands
Nitasha Kaul, Residue

Su Tong, The Boat to Redemption

Chair of the judging panel Colm Toibin, comments:

“Reading these books was a fascinating experience because of the range of styles and subjects. The variety
of ways in which voice and tone was used in these novels, the sense of commitment to story, the range in the
methods of exploring both self and society, the interest in experimenting and making it new, made the time
spent judging this prize rewarding and enlightening.”

The winner of the 2009 Man Asian Literary Prize will be announced on Monday, 16 November 2009 at a
dinner at the Peninsula Hotel Hong Kong. The winning author will receive US$10,000 and can look
forward to publication and wider recognition in the English-reading world.

A distinguished panel of judges selects a single work of fiction to be awarded the prize each year. Chaired
by Irish novelist Colm Toibin, the 2009 judges include Chinese American author Gish Jen and Indian writer
Pankaj Mishra who was also a judge of the 2008 Prize.

The Man Asian Literary Prize was established in 2006 to bring greater worldwide attention to Asian writing
and authors. Works submitted for consideration must not yet have been published in English, although they
may have been published in other languages. The Prize is jointly administered by representatives of the Man
Hong Kong International Literary Festival, the University of Hong Kong and the Chinese University of
Hong Kong.

The inaugural prize was awarded in 2007 to Wolf Totem by Jiang Rong, which was published in English to
great acclaim in early 2008. Miguel Syjuco’s Illustrado won the 2008 prize and will be published in 2010.
Many of the short- and longlisted works from 2007 and 2008 have also been published.

Man Group plc is the sponsor of the Man Asian Literary Prize, in cooperation with Asian Literary Prize

Ltd. Man Group also supports a variety of other programmes as well as charities aimed at furthering
literature and literacy, including the Man Hong Kong International Literary Festival, a 10-day event that
attracts authors from around the world and thousands of attendees. Separately, Man Group also sponsors the



annual Man Booker Prize and the bi-annual Man Booker International Prize, in conjunction with the Booker
Prize Foundation.

Man Group is a world-leading alternative investment management business. With a broad range of funds for
institutional and private investors globally, it is known for its performance, innovative product design and
investor service. Man Group manages about US$44 billion. Founded in 1783, today Man Group is listed on
the London Stock Exchange and is a member of the FTSE 100 Index with a market capitalisation of about

£5 billion. Man Group is a member of the Dow Jones Sustainability World Index and the FTSE4Good Index.
Further information can be found at www.mangroupplc.com.

For further information about the Man Asian Literary Prize and press enquiries please contact:
Melissa Long

Tel: +852 2877 9797

E-mail: info@manasianliteraryprize.org

Additional information can be found on the website: www.manasianliteraryprize.org



